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Research background 

Water is the source of life, which not only nurture kinds of ancient 

civilizations, but also is critical nature source for the development of 

modern economy. The development and utilization of water resource run 

through the history of human civilization. The 70% of earth is covered by 

water, but 94% of water distribute in the sea, which can’t utilize directly. 

Currently, with the increase of population, the excessive pollution and 

waste of water and the climate change, the fresh water is more and more 

scarce. Hence, human are facing the serious water crisis.  

In china, the problems of water resource and water environment 

increased year by year. Floods and droughts frequently occur, the main 

reason of droughts is the destruction of ecological environment, the 

increasing of water demand in industry and agriculture and the waste of 

water resource. China is a large agricultural country, most of agriculture 

cultivation region are facing the shortage of water. Only reduce the waste 

of water resource, can reduce the effect of droughts on agriculture 

planting.  

The shortage of water has been become global topic. To protect water 

resource not only is the responsibility of certain country or region, but also 

everyone should do. By intensify the region and international exchanges 

and cooperation, we together face the challenge of shortage of water 

resource.  
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Introduction 
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Twinning partners 

Dr. Xu Rui from Eco-Watch Institute and Louisa from German folk environmental 

protection organization–tip: tap facilitated this program, which was to improve the 

sustainable development of rural water resource management. To improving the 

condition of rural water use and establishing the relationship between indigenous 

culture and water wareness building about protecting, saving and cherishing water, 

and attracting more attention on water utilization and protection in countryside. 
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Research method 

The group discussed about rural water utilization by Theatre Forum, which collected 

relative information from farmers through designing scenes, showing scenes and 

audience attending, and at the same time, interacting with audience to enhance the 

notion of water utilization and protection. 

Theatre forum is a kind of applied drama, which is started with designing scenes and 

unfold by leading characters oppressed or conflicting with others. The drama is 

finished completely at the first time and replayed it by separating several parts. During 

replaying, it can be stopped or frozen by the host or audience and the audience will be 

invited to discuss the relative scene, give some suggestions and play your ideas on 

the stage. 
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Theatre Forum is composed of scheduled performers, temporary performers, 

audience and the host (coordinator). The host plays an important role during the 

whole forum, whose major work is setting roles, designing scenes, organizing 

train on participants, explaining the background of the roles and the rules of 

Theatre Forum, determining the start, end and switch of the theatre, summarizing 

the conclusion, asking for advice from audience and organizing the reformulation 

of audience′s thoughts by themselves. The last but not the least is that he/she 

must record and sort out the overall playing process and sum-up. Theatre Forum 

can be used in the culture building of enterprises, group bonding, connects and 

cooperation among different departments, better interpersonal relationship.  
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Preparation 

Learning 

Discussion 

Practice 

Implementation 

Louisa offered special training courses for the 

researchers before carrying out investigations in 

rural. During which Tip:Tap and their program on 

advocating safe drinking water in Germany were 

also introduced. It initiated people to have right 

concept on water resource through the Theatre 

Forum of saving water and protecting environment. 

Researchers expressed their views on given 

topics and methods at home and abroad and 

analyzed the actuality and troubles in China. The 

design of scenes aims at the serious drought in 

Yunnan, and how people take advantage of Yi 

culture against drought. Subsequently, they 

conducted the feasibility discussion and analysis 

of the scenes. 

Researchers practically designed and played scenes 

about the conflict between drought resistance and 

water diversion project and rural faith (sacred forest 

and tree). The scenes were adapted to the fact and 

performers gave the performance. Audiences were still 

interacted actively during the overall show. The final 

conclusion of demonstration was traditional ethnic 

culture are an important role in serving disasters. 
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02 

Seminar 

Field Survey 

Theatre Forum 

Summary 

Currently, many people are lack of the consciousness of water 

conservation in rural areas. With widespread use of pesticides 

and chemical fertilizers, the phenomenon of water pollution 

has become increasingly serious, so the seminar with training 

course about the sustainable development of water resource in 

rural areas were carried out. 

The main training content is as follows: 1) the risks and of 

pesticides and chemical fertilizers. 2) Advocate villagers to 

utilize biogas residues and slurry. 3) Enhance the 

consciousness of water conservation. 4) Promote the 

sustainable development of agriculture, ecological and 

economy. 

2015.8.24, Xinhua town, Xinping county, Yuxi 

Researchers interviewed local residents to know about 

how to take measure to solve droughts, and utilize 

traditional culture to resistant natural disasters in the past. 

To explore the relationship between Yi 

culture and droughts, researchers 

investigated how to solve droughts by 

the formation of theatre forum. Each role 

actively performed and presented the 

case of drought successfully.  

 

2015.8.27, Xiaohe village, Qianchang town, Yaoan county, Chuxiong 

2015.8.28, Xiaohe village, Qianchang town, Yaoan county 
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The project has achieved the general objective to build the platform for enabling key 

stakeholders (local communities, researchers and officials) recognizing the value of 

traditional Yi culture as well as ecological agriculture practices in coping with drought 

and other climate change risk. In according to the specific objective the project has 

achieved as below: 

 

The project has improved the understanding of Yi culture and ecological agriculture 

practice in coping with climate change among the local community, officials and 

researchers through participatory research and dissemination workshop. Also it helps 

to fill the gap of previous post-drought development policy via highlighting the value 

of traditional wisdoms and ecological agriculture.  

The project has generated rich experiences and knowledge on climate change 

adaption strategy based on what had been learned from the field, particular 

indigenous culture and YI people traditional practice has adaptively coping the 

changing environment so as to self-sufficient. Those adaptive strategies including 

(picture for each of the item below are shown in the Part I.): 

Water management practice including watershed forest conservation, subsidize 

matter, water tank building etc. After talking with the local government, lots of water 

tank/ cistern have been constructed alongside their farm lands, which will contribute 

a lot for farmers’ agricultural production as well sustainable eco-environment 

protection.  

Change of forest: the local people convert the monoculture eucalyptus plantation to 

walnut, also many drought upland was convert from agricultural purpose into walnut. 

As known to all, the evaporation capacity of eucalyptus is quite large which need a 

great amount of water. And walnut trees’ evaporation capacity is limited, meanwhile it 

can endure the dry season and the production of walnut will bring farmers a relatively 

higher income.  

Converting paddy field to dry land: many paddy fields were converted for tobacco, 

wheat, bean and corn, as lacking of water. Those new upland crops however have 

higher economic value and more drought resistance crops.  

Soil preparation, there is an emerging to intensification of use of the soil by a 

rotation soil preparation before the use for tobacco plantation.  

Understandings of Yi culture and ecological agriculture practice and 

associated policy. 

Achievements 
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Increasing use of Non-timber forest products, as good management of forest, there 

is an increasing production of non-timber forest products particularly many valuable 

mushroom. That helps the farmers to less rely on agricultural and water use.  

Water infrastructure: the communities have been benefited from the development 

of infrastructure, particular small water tank, which help a lot for tobacco plantation 

during the dry season. Moreover, the reservoir build several years ago, provide lower 

charge to the water user for those communities.   

Crop rotation: the communities have the institutional arrangement for land 

exchange and crop rotation in order to keep the soil fertilizers of land for higher 

valuable crop.  

Along with the growth of economics, off-farm job opportunities are increasing. 

Migration works become also normal in China’s rural areas, the less people in rural 

areas, and the less pressure towards the local environment. What’s more, there will 

be more income can be realized, which can be inputted into environmental protection 

actions, such like to construct a cistern for water saving.  

Cooperation with neighbor, project site villages has signed an agreement as a 

compensation mechanism for climate change adaptation. The project village is able 

to use the dam water from their neighbor in dry seasons, and as for return the village 

with dam will get 2000 RMB’s payment per year. This agreement is an efficient and 

practical mechanism for sustainable development from the view of whole picture for 

climate change adaptation. 

 

The project has also helped the stakeholder interactions. It initiates an internal 

systematic learning on the relationship among climate change, ecological agriculture 

and culture, as well as the respective investigation methodology. It also helps 

synthesize a set of community learning materials on climate change, energy and 

ecological agriculture. The dissemination workshop and participation process also 

help the capacity building and self-learning.  

Also, those help to draw the policy implication for this project. Surely, the local 

practice and strategy cannot be stand along without external support including 

university and government. Thus, the indigenous knowledge and traditional practice 

is not static, but it is very dynamics to adapt to the new environment. There is a call 

for enhancing local capacity and reducing vulnerability that would contribute to local 

Improved the stakeholders interaction and policy implication. 
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adaptation to climate change. The enhancement of local capacity requires not only 

the investment in development of infrastructure, technology, but also need to build 

the institutional capacity and organization for social cohesions. 

 Summary 

1 2 3 

Through the implementation of 

this program, the researchers have 

a deeply understanding about the 

Theatre Forum. In the theater 

Forum, every participants can 

show their conceptions on the 

stage, all scenes were designed 

simplification and close to the 

real life in order to enhance the 

appeal and persuasive. In 

addition, the theater Forum is 

open, so it has a strong 

participation, wide coverage, and 

thought profound, rich and 

colorful information about the 

research topic can be found in the 

performing process. This study 

applied Theatre Forum 

methodology on water resources 

governance and study Yi's 

indigenous culture, it’s also 

confirmed the feasibility of the 

method applied in China's rural 

social investigation, at the same 

time provides a reliable way for 

rural society research. 

Researchers visited some villages 

of severe drought, and understood 

the local situation. Through the 

communicated with the local 

villagers, the hardship and losses 

facing to the local people and how 

to respond it were identified. In 

the interview process, in order to 

explore the connection between 

the local Yi’s culture and farming 

culture the researchers also 

studied the local Yi people's 

traditional culture. It’s found that 

when the drought and other 

natural disasters occur, the 

younger generation will seek to 

change seeds, replace the planting 

methods, or even change lifestyle 

to respond to disasters. However , 

the idea of the elderly were 

relatively conservative, they might 

usually try to pray Bimo, dragon 

or mountain spirits. 

 

Over the course of the study, 

sweat and laughter had 

accumulated of so much 

knowledge about living. In 

addition, for young people in 

EWI, it is a growth experience. 

The research deepened their 

understanding on the grass-root 

activities, and exercised their 

communication skills as well as 

created a good international 

exchange platform.  

 




