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Nature University 

• “Learn from the nature 
and learn in the 
nature” 

• Founded in 2006 

• About 20 full-time and 
part-time members 

• Confronting 
environmental damage 
in China by direct 
intervention and policy 
advocacy 

• Main focuses 



Arnika: Toxics and Waste Programme 

• Established 2001 

• 7 employees 

• 200+ volunteers, 900 

individual donors 

• 3 campaigns, up to 10 

projects, 100s querries, 

several long-term cases, 

600 media outputs/year 

 
• Green Circle, STEP, Spider Web 

• EEB, HCWH, ZMWG, ACR+ 



IPEN  
Keep the Promise. Eliminate POPs. 



China Chemical Safety Project 

• Improving capacities and abilities of impacted communities 

and environmental groups for involvement in policy 

making 

 

• Establish networks and collaborative advocacy actions that 

contribute to building long-term relationships among cross-

cutting sectors of stakeholders  

 

• Generating and distributing new data and information 

about pollution and pollution victims that contribute to better 

formulation and implementation of local and national 

chemical safety policies 



Capacity building 

• Trainings on EIA and right to know: 

 - laws that guarantee the public’s right  

 to apply information  

 - who can and how to apply  

 - what to do when being refused 

• Trainings on sampling  

• Pollution victim consultations 

• Multi-stakeholder conferences 

• Guidebook on EIA 



National Workshop Kunming, 

September 15-16 



Key results 

• 60 people attended, including pollution victims, 
representatives of government agency, environmental 
and non-environmental NGOs,experts, journalists, and 
IPEN and Arnika colleagues 

• Consensus on building up a stronger network for 
pollution victims assistance, comprising of 
environmental groups/activists, environmental scientists, 
medical/epidemiological experts, humanity aid 
professionals, legal experts and donors 

• Summary of some significant institutional barriers to 
pollution victim assistance, including lack of policies for 
CDC involvement, misinterpretation of law by judges in 
environmental suitcases, loose environmental standards 



15 Pollution Hot Spots: 

Heavy Metals 

Waste 

Chemicals 



Incinerator case: Likeng, 

Guangzhou 

 



Chronology and NU’s 

interventions 
• 2009: nearby village known as a “cancer village” 

during an anti-incineration campaign initiated by 
another community in Guangzhou 

• 2009-2012: more scandals of operating problems 
about Likeng incinerator 

• July 2012: NU staff applied for information 
disclosure to the municipal EPB and launched 
administrative litigation 

• September 2013: partly won the case 

• 2014：interaction with local pollution victims and 
provided monitoring trainings 

• 2013 and 2014: collected egg samples for dioxin 
testing 

 

 

 



Czech national campaign: 

interventions 

• Petition 

• Good waste management practice 

• Collaboration with cities  

• Fly ash management monitoring 

• Map of ecological disasters 

• Incineration cases (EIA, IPPC) 

• National policies formulation 

• Stockholm and Basel Conventions 

(BAT/BEP Guidelines, Low POPs 

Content Level, Dioxin Toolkit, NIPs) 

Do not burn 

Recycle 



To reach stricter rules for waste 

incineration residues 

 
• To update After-incineration toxic ash 

problem report  

• To update Global egg report 

 

• To develop BAT/BEP and Dioxin Toolkit 

educational material 



Observations of our needs 

Commons: 

•Expertise 

•Pollution standards 

EU: 

•Courage 

China: 

•International legally binding instruments 

 



Reflection on exchange 

EU to China: 

•New social media use in campaigns 

•Standing for rights 

•Strategic planning 

 

China to EU: 

•Internal administration 

•Different political and media context 

•Slow but consistent public outreach 

 







THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION 

This project is funded by the European Union. This presentation has been produced with 
the assistance of the European Union. The contents of this presentation are the sole 
responsibility of the International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN) and Green Beagle 
and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union. 

European Union 

A project of the Stiftung Asienhaus, supported by the Robert Bosch Stiftung. 


