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Participatory Guarantee Systems 
 

International Federation of Organic Agriculture 
Movments (IFOAM) 

 
and 

 

Beijing Farmers Market 
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         IFOAM is the international umbrella  

organization for organic agriculture 

International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements 

Membership 

Close to 800 member organizations in 

around 118 countries worldwide 

 

Mission 

Leading, uniting and assisting the 

organic movement in its full diversity.  

 

Goal 

The worldwide adoption of ecologically, 

socially and economically sound 

systems that are based on the 

principles of Organic Agriculture. 
 

 

Since 1972 
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5 Pillars of IFOAM 

 
Organic Umbrella 

Uniting the Organic Movement 
 

Organic Advocacy 
Promoting Sustainability in Agriculture 

 
Organic Value Chain 

Facilitating Production and Market Access 
 

Organic Programs 
Assisting Organic Development 

 
Academy 

Building Organic Leadersô Capacity 
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Common scenario:  

Farmer needs organic guarantee to sell his 
products, but third party certification is not an 

option for him.  

 

 

Ÿ More than 90% of the worldôs farmers 
have less than 2 hectares and earn less 

than US$ 400 per year. 

The exchange topic 
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IFOAM PGS Advocacy 

Participatory Guarantee Systems 

(PGS) are locally focused quality 

assurance systems.  

They certify producers based on 

active participation of stakeholders 

and are built on a foundation of 

trust, social networks and 

knowledge exchange.   

 

-- Official IFOAM PGS Definition -- 
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Stakeholders participate in designing the PGS 

 
¸ Shaping and selection of 

standards 
 
¸ Designing the procedures 

 and structures 
 
¸ Verification procedures, 

farm inspections 
 
¸ Decision making 
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IFOAM PGS Advocacy 

IFOAM is actively promoting 

PGS as a way to  ... 

...  ensure that the smallest 

farmers can have access to 

markets 

... ensure the integrity of 

organic products in a cost 

effective, transparent way 

é facilitate local production 

and consumption of organic 

food 
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         The IFOAM PGS Online Portal 
www.ifoam.org/pgs 
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IFOAM PGS publications 

V PGS Guidelines 

V PGS Case Studies 

V PGS Policy Brief 

V PGS Self Evaluation Form 

V PGS annual survey 

V Bi-monthly PGS Newsletter 

V PGS Videos 

Vé 
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The Basic PGS elements

Shared vision 

Participation 

Transparency 

Learning process 

Horizontality 

Trust 
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Functional PGS initiatives worldwide

Information from IFOAM data collection and annual global PGS survey conducted by IFOAM.  
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Number of farmers involved in PGS 
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Government Recognition of PGS 

Å Fully recognized    
Ÿ Brazil (PGS and third party certification equivalent) 

Å Organic is not regulated or compliance voluntary 
Ÿ New Zealand (not regulated, must be truthful) 
Ÿ India (voluntary for domestic market) 

Å Partly recognized  
Ÿ Chile (direct sales of small farmers)  
Ÿ USA (maximum turnover/year) 

Å Not recognized 
Ÿ Europe, Japan, China, (cannot call organic) 
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