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IFOAM is the international umbrella IF2AM
organization for organic agriculture

Membership
Close to 800 member organizations in
around 118 countries worldwide

Mission

I WM Leading, uniting and assisting the
/ 4 organic movement in its full diversity.
International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements
Goal
The worldwide adoption of ecologically,
socially and economically sound
systems that are based on the

Since 1972 principles of Organic Agriculture.
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5 Pillars of IFOAM

Organic Umbrella
Uniting the Organic Movement

Organic Advocacy
Promoting Sustainability in Agriculture

Organic Value Chain T0
Facilitating Production and Market Access BIEPART

Assisting Organic Development @

Organic Programs

Academy
Building Organic Leaderso Capa
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A platform for
producers and
consumers to
meet and trade

- Serve small
producers

" Serve ordinary
people
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Mission and Vision %s‘.f%_'}'_]—ﬂ}ﬁl

Environment Sustainability: To reduce agricultural
pollution

Agriculture is the No.1 non-point water pollution
source. Soil contamination from ag and industry is
serious.

Social & Economic Justice: Fair price for farmers,
rural development

Small producers don’t have much power in the
market, thus reluctant to turn organic.
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The exchange topic

Common scenario:

Farmer needs organic guarantee to sell his
products, but third party certification is not an
option for him.

Y More than 90% of the w
have less than 2 hectares and earn less
than US$ 400 per year.



IFOAM PGS Advocacy

Participatory Guarantee Systems
(PGS) are locally focused quality
assurance systems.

They certify producers based on
active participation of stakeholders
and are built on a foundation of
trust, social networks and
knowledge exchange.

-- Official IFOAM PGS Definition --
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Stakeholders participate in designing the PGS

Shaping and selection of
standards

Designing the procedures
and structures

Verification procedures,
farm inspections

Decision making
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IFOAM PGS

IFOAM is actively promoting
PGS as a way to ...

. ensure that the smallest
farmers can have access to
markets

... ensure the integrity of
organic products in a cost
effective, transparent way

é facilitate |
and consumption of organic
food




The IFOAM PGS Online Portal
www.Ifoam.org/pgs

THE ORGANIC INFO HUB

Welcome » IFOAM » What We Do » Value Chain » Participatory C

PARTICIPATORY GUARANTEE SYSTEMS (PGS)

L ;B8 PGS Basics PGS Facts and Figures
I )4 |
yt VW46 Learn about PGS and Find information on PGS
=== "= find answers to common "4 * . " around the world.
== e questions.
¢z PGS Updates PGS Media Library

",.;: A wealth of videos and
~ publications on PGS.

Access or subscribe to
the PGS Newsletter.



IFOAM PGS publications

V PGS Guidelines

V PGS Case Studies

V PGS Policy Brief

V PGS Self Evaluation Form
V PGS annual survey

V Bi-monthly PGS Newsletter
V PGS Videos
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Key features of PGS

Norms conceived by the stakeholders
Grassroots organization

Suitable to smallholder agriculture
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Principles and values that enhance livelihoods and promote
organic agriculture.

Documented management systems and procedures
Mechanisms to verify farmer’s compliance
Mechanisms for supporting farmers

Farmer’s pledge or similar
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Seals or labels

10. Clear and previously defined consequences



The Basic PGS elements

Shared vision Learning process

Participation Horizontality

Transparency Trust
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Functional PGS initiatives worldwide

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Information from IFOAM data collection and annual global PGS survey conducted by IFOAM.
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Government Recognition of PGS

A

Fully recognized
Y Brazil (PGS and third party

Organic is not regulated or compliance voluntary
Y New Zealand (not regul ated,
Y I ndia (voluntary for domest.

Partly recognized
Y Chile (direct sales of small
Y USA (maxi mum turnover/ year)

Not recognized
Y Europe, Japan, China, (canno
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