EU – China Twinning Program 2017 – A Twinning Diary
Of Wang Han (Green Women, Shanghai) and Johanna Eichermüller (WECF, Munich)
This “Twinning Diary” is compiled by Han and Johanna. We want to document our
common journey through Europe (and later on through China), visiting conferences,
events, partner organizations and project sites with little stories and of course many
pictures.

2017/6/14 Hamburg
We get to know each other the evening before the Twinning program, which started
with a three-day capacity-building workshop in Hamburg.
2017/6/20 EUSEW, Brussels
Straight after attending the workshop and the C20-summit in Hamburg, the two of us
travelled together to Brussels, where we stayed three days. On our first day, we did
some sightseeing and tried some Belgian culinary specialties like waffles and fries.
We also visited the European Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW), an event organized
each year by the European Commission to discuss current developments in the
energy sector.

2017/6/21 EUSEW, Brussels; Project Event 'CLEEN' by WECF
On our second day in Brussels, both of us attend an event organized by WECF to
promote an EU-financed WECF project titled “CLEEN – Civil Society Local Energy
Efficiency Network”. This was a good opportunity for Han to learn about the project
through presentations and discussions.

2017/6/26 WECF office, Munich
After more than one week of travelling, Han finally got to Munich to visit the WECF
office and meet most of the colleagues. We discussed WECF’s fields of activities and
tried to identify similarities and differences between WECF and Green Women.

2017/6/27 DGRV, Berlin
After just a short break from travelling, we went to Berlin to attend two conferences.
The first one was titled “New energy for Africa – cooperative, decentralized,
renewable”, organized by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development in cooperation with the German Association for cooperatives
(DGRV).

2017/6/28 BUND youth organization, Berlin
During the meeting gap, Han visited BUNDjugend Berlin, an organization, which
particularly addresses people under the age of 27. Through the platform, members
independently plan campaigns, projects and actions and decide which issues they
want to focus on – however, the emphasis lies on climate change, mobility, city
development and consumption. During this visit, Han got some information about
service content, framework and operation mode of youth organizations.

2017/6/29 Heinrich Böll Foundation, Berlin
We met with representatives of Heinrich Boell Foundation to present first results of a
comparative analysis of opportunities for Energy cooperatives in Eastern Europe and
Western Balkan states. WECF is currently preparing this analysis in cooperation with
Green Energy Cooperative (ZEZ) from Zagreb, Croatia for Heinrich Böll Foundation.
From a Chinese perspective, it is also an interesting topic that explores
gender-sensitive and Energy cooperatives, especially in regard to comparative
analysis in different countries. We received some new ideas about how to
understand the relationship between gender and environment.

2017/07/04 University of Applied Sciences Weihenstephan-Triesdorf, Freising
Today, we went to Johanna’s university, together with Mariel from the U.S. who is
currently interning for three months in the Munich WECF office. We attended a
graduate class about energy and climate change. The lecture consisted of student
group presentations and discussion. Three groups specified the current state of
climate and energy politics and the state of renewable energies in Denmark, Spain
and Finland. This was an interesting opportunity to get insight on the approach to
renewable energy and climate change of three different EU countries.

2017/07/05 WECF office, Munich
At the weekly meeting of WECF, Han introduced the basic situation of Green Women,
include development process, projects, main activities and NGO network, etc. What’s
more, she also shared China’s new trends and policies on energy and environmental
protection with the members of WECF.

2017/07/13 WECF office, Munich
On the second Thursday of July, Han and Johanna produced a film clip focused on
environmental protection with the help of a Munich based artist. We jointly
completed a short film, focusing on Waste recycling and Air pollution. This film will
be used for environmental advocacy.

2017/07/18 Munich
We visited a project about the Smart city in Munich, which is led by the City of
Munich and supported by the EU. This project lasts five years, aims to raise public
awareness and improve the technology of the Smart city. Amongst others, we could
visit workshops about energy, transportation and technology.

2017/07/22 Pressath
We traveled to Pressath, a village in Northern Bavaria and even though it was in the
countryside, there facilities were well equipped. For instance, they had solar energy
panels, a Sewage machine and more. I am very glad that Johanna introduced me to
the Germany’s new energy development and took me to visit the local equipment in
person.

